
What is an
e-scooter?



The rules
Electrically powered scooters are classed as a 
mechanically propelled vehicle, which means the 
same rules apply to e-scooters as other motor 
vehicles. These rules also apply to other personal 
electric transporters, with the exception of 
mobility scooters. Electric scooters are treated 
the same as any other motorised vehicle, 
this means they must have MOT, Vehicle 
Excise Duty (“tax”) and insurance.

In order to obtain an MOT and insurance 
to be used legally in public, an e-scooter 
must be approved by the Vehicle 
Certification Agency for its construction and 
use for transport on the public highway.

No such approval exists for privately owned 
e-scooters. If you are using a private e-scooter on 
public roads, or footways, the police can seize it 
and you could be liable for prosecution for traffic 
offences, and even receive points on your licence. 

Risks include: 

•	 Lack of maintenance affecting braking and 
tyre performance. 

•	 Charging of devices in the home introduces 
fire risk, especially if batteries have become 
damaged or wet. 

•	 Scooters can easily over balance on bumps or 
holes due to their small wheels. 

•	 Handling can be unpredictable, especially 
when reacting to hazards. 

•	 There can be a temptation to ride while 
intoxicated or distracted.



A number of rental schemes have 
been set up in towns and cities in the 
UK, including Basildon, Chelmsford, 
Braintree and Colchester in Essex. 
These schemes allow people to use 
rented e-scooters legally.

To use these schemes, you must:

•	 Be aged 18 or over.

•	 Hold a UK driving licence.

•	 Only ride on roads and cycle-paths 
within the hire scheme areas, 
pavement riding is not permitted.

•	 Not carry passengers or allow 
others to use a scooter you have 
hired. Wearing a helmet is highly 
recommended, and riders have the 
same responsibility to obey traffic 
laws as anyone driving a car.

E-scooters are 
motor vehicles, 

so must not  
be used by 

children.

Renting use rented 
e-scooters 
legally



Visit our website to see the latest information, 
stories and press releases. 

saferessexroads.org/visionzero

Please get involved

Learn more about safe road use on our website  
saferessexroads.org

Like/follow/share on our social media channels  
@saferessexroads

Talk to family, friends and people in your community about 
Vision Zero

Share ideas about how to make improvements where you 
live with your local elected representatives

Subscribe to updates from us at:  
saferessexroads.org/news/

Submit footage of road traffic offences to our  
Extra Eyes campaign: 
saferessexroads.org/extra-eyes/

To share any ideas you have about how you might be able 
to help achieve Vision Zero in your community, please 
contact us at: SaferEssexRoads@essexhighways.org

Sign the Vision Zero pledge at  
saferessexroads.org/visionzero/pledge/
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